
 
 

Session I, 3-week morning classes 
 
 
 

Introduction to Architecture 
 
This exciting course will offer different hands-on activities each day as students learn 
about the history of architecture, the different aspects of the profession, and what it takes 
to go from idea to finished building. Students will try their hands at drafting and drawing 
plans as well as building models out of various different materials. They will learn about 
zoning, licensing, computer programs, and construction. Sand castle building and other 
fun activities are also planned!  
 
 
Instructor: 
Robert May is a registered architect based in Ipswich, MA. In the first ten years, his 
architectural work included the design of an entire new city in Saudi Arabia, new town 
planning in Nigeria, and a broad spectrum of commercial/historic preservation projects 
throughout New England. He began his private practice in 1984, specializing in 
residential architecture, specifically renovations/additions to existing houses and the 
design of new homes. Mr. May has a Bachelor’s of Architecture degree from the 
University of Illinois and studied for one year at Ecole Nationale des Beaux Arts in 
Versailles, France. 
 
 
 
What Makes Us Tick: The Biology & Psychology of Human Beings  
 
What is the relationship between our minds and bodies? How is human development 
unique for each individual, influenced by both nature and nurture? How does 
psychological health affect physical health, and vice versa? How does our perception 
change what we see, smell and taste? And how happiness becomes more attainable when 
we understand how our brain experiences it? In What Makes Us Tick, we will explore 
these topics and more with lots of fun exercises and experiments to examine the 
interwoven relationship between biology and psychology.  
 
 
Instructor:  
Alison Buchsbaum is a student at Stanford University majoring in Human Biology with a 
concentration in Youth and Adolescent Development in Education.  She is from Beverly, 
Massachusetts, where she attended Beverly High School and was an active participant in 
the music department.  Now at Stanford, she continues to engage in music in addition to 
outdoor leadership and theater.  After graduation, Alison plans to earn a Master’s in 
Education and teach high school biology.  She also hopes to work with middle school 
students in enrichment programs and health education.   



 
 
 
CSI Pingree: Forensics  
 
Would you consider yourself a science person? Do you enjoy conducting experiments in 
the lab? Do you employ painstaking precision when taking and recording scientific 
measurements? Are you obsessed with watching crime scene investigation shows such as 
Bones or CSI? If you answered yes to any of these questions, then join us as we try to 
crack the case! We will learn about the basics of techniques employed by forensic 
scientists such as fingerprint identification and footprint and tool mark analysis! 
 
 
Instructor:  
Alison Buchsbaum is a student at Stanford University majoring in Human Biology with a 
concentration in Youth and Adolescent Development in Education.  She is from Beverly, 
Massachusetts, where she attended Beverly High School and was an active participant in 
the music department.  Now at Stanford, she continues to engage in music in addition to 
outdoor leadership and theater.  After graduation, Alison plans to earn a Master’s in 
Education and teach high school biology.  She also hopes to work with middle school 
students in enrichment programs and health education 
 
 
 
Don’t Just Stand There! Movement for Actors 
 
Immerse yourself in circus training, basic stage combat, ancient Japanese theater 
traditions, and body grammar from Poland.  This course is designed for the individual 
who loves to move, explore, and express.  Students will train as an ensemble, developing 
spatial awareness and sampling elements of physical theater from all over the world. 
 
 
Instructor: 
Kate Ventimiglia, a 2005 Pingree alumna earned her Bachelors degree at Skidmore 
College as a theater major.  She has trained and performed extensively in the performing 
arts community with SITI Company, Shakespeare and Company, and Double Edge 
Theater; and in 2009 formed an international theater ensemble.  Under the guidance of 
Suddha Carolyn Lundeen and Devarshi Steven Hartman, Kate received her 200-hour 
yoga teaching certification at the Kripalu School of Yoga.  She now teaches yoga and 
theater all over the greater Boston area.  Next year, she plans to pursue her Master’s in 
theater education degree at Emerson College. 
 
 
Painting 
 
This Introductory course is designed to explore the basic skills and techniques in visual 
expression through painting. Learning fundamental concepts while creating projects in 
various subject matter, techniques and mediums will enhance the individual artist in 



every student. Students will complete a variety of work and keep daily 
sketchbooks/journals that highlight their own unique and individual directions. 
 
 
Instructor: 
Ingrid Potenza, a native of Denmark, graduated from the University of Connecticut with 
a BFA in Interior Design and Painting. She served for 12 years as the lead fashion 
designer at FLAX DESIGNS in San Francisco, CA. She is currently illustrating a 
children’s picture book and recently completed the Artists Professional Toolbox 
certificate program at Montserrat College of Art in collaboration with The Arts and 
Business Council of Greater Boston. 
 
Robotics 

Students in this hands-on project-based course will design and building robots capable of 
performing a variety of challenging tasks. They will create devices using Lego 
Mindstorm equipment, gears, sensors, and software. Students will work in teams to build, 
test, and modify robots to climb, race, move through a maze, and outsmart each other. No 
prior experience is necessary. 

Instructor:  
Nancy Schalch teaches engineering and robotics classes at Beverly High School. She 
holds a Bachelor's degree from Stanford University and a Master's degree from the 
University of Colorado.  Before becoming a teacher, she was an energy engineer at 
government and non-profit organizations. 
 

Darkroom to Digital 
 
We will be using 35mm, pinhole and digital cameras to create visually compelling and 
thought-provoking images. Learn to capture, develop and print in the darkroom and 
digital lab.  Students will be challenged creatively with projects that encourage story 
telling, adventure and exploration.  Students will also gain Photoshop skills to give their 
images a uniquely personal finish. Black and white cameras will be provided for in-class 
use. Students must bring their own digital cameras. Point and shoot cameras are fine. 
 
 
Instructor:  
Neil Sharum is an educator, visual artist, and professional photographer who has been 
working in the field for the last eight years.  He has taught black and white film and 
digital photography courses at the college level.  His firsthand knowledge of professional 
photography has provided him with the opportunity to give valuable guidance to aspiring 
young artists and photographers. 
 
 
 
 
 



Ceramics 
 
Ceramics students will create with clay using a variety of hand building and wheel 
throwing techniques. They will explore the functional as well as sculptural aspects of clay 
work. Development of ideas as well as good craftsmanship will be stressed. 
 
Instructor: 
Liz Taft has been the Ceramics teacher at Pingree School since 1978.  She is currently the 
interim coordinator of the visual arts.  She has taught an afternoon, middle school clay 
class and has held adult ceramics classes in the evening at Pingree. Liz’s own work 
includes “lettuce bowls,” developed along with her daughter Hope, which she shows and 
sells locally. 
 
 
Filmmaking 
 
Learn the ins and outs of moviemaking! From building simple sets to adding the finishing 
credits in Apple iMovie, this class will equip students with the skills and knowledge they 
need to turn their ideas into a motion picture. 
 
 
Instructor:  
An experienced actress and producer, Ashley Plante has spent the majority of her lifetime 
making short movies and working alongside her father at New Media Associates, a 
marketing and video production company. In addition to having a deep understanding of 
modern production techniques and technology, Ashley has a love and true appreciation 
for classic filmmaking and antique cameras. 
 

Creative Writing 

In “Exploring Summer,” a workshop in creative writing, students will work their way 
from free writing in journal entries to finished stories and poems. Students will spend 
time both outdoors and in the classroom; draw on what they see and hear and sense, and 
work to form important connections between the world outside and the world inside 
them. They will share their writing in workshop sessions to benefit from each other’s 
support and insights.  

Instructor:  
In addition to being a long time member of Pingree’s English Department, and its former 
chairperson, Ailsa Steinert taught creative writing at Pingree for many years before 
retiring last spring. Her poetry has been published in Comstock Review, Orion, Inkwell, 
two anthologies, and online in Blue Ocean Institute’s Sea Stories.  
 

 

 



   Session I, 3-week afternoon classes 
 

All's Well: Acting Out Scenes from Shakespeare 
 
All's Well is a performance-based class in which students will work with Shakespeare's 
wordplay, choosing favorite sonnets, monologues, and comedic scenes from some of his 
most beloved plays.  The Elizabethan language will become accessible and celebrated 
through script analysis, improvisation, and voice work. The class will culminate with a 
performance of scenes for an audience of parents and friends.  
 
 
Instructor: 
Kate Ventimiglia, a 2005 Pingree alumna earned her Bachelors degree at Skidmore 
College as a theater major.  She has trained and performed extensively in the performing 
arts community with SITI Company, Shakespeare and Company, and Double Edge 
Theater; and in 2009 formed an international theater ensemble.  Under the guidance of 
Suddha Carolyn Lundeen and Devarshi Steven Hartman, Kate received her 200-hour 
yoga teaching certification at the Kripalu School of Yoga.  She now teaches yoga and 
theater all over the greater Boston area.  Next year, she plans to pursue her Master’s in 
theater education degree at Emerson College. 
 
 

Engineering 

Engineering is a project-based class that will introduce students to the engineering design 
process and drawing techniques, then explore civil, environmental, mechanical, and 
electrical engineering through a series of design challenges.  Students will work on teams 
to build, test, and redesign structures, and to create cool, useful technological devices. 

Instructor:  
Nancy Schalch teaches engineering and robotics classes at Beverly High School. She 
holds a Bachelor's degree from Stanford University and a Master's degree from the 
University of Colorado.  Before becoming a teacher, she was an energy engineer at 
government and non-profit organizations. She has also worked with the Museum of 
Science on engineering curriculum. 
 
 
Drawing 
 
Requiring only the simplest materials, drawing is a rewarding art form that can be 
practiced almost anywhere. In this class, we will explore the immense range of creative 
possibilities offered by the humble paper and pencil. Students will discover how to create 
realistic images through close observation and attention to essential technical factors like 
proportion, shape, light and composition. A carefully planned series of exercises will 
further develop their understanding of basic drawing elements including line texture, 
shading, and contour. Projects will include a variety of artistic approaches such as 



contour line drawing, portraiture and  “Zentangle,” a meditative process requiring focus 
and dexterity. 
 
 
Instructor: 
Brooke Boncher, a Pingree alumna of the Class of 2002, received her BFA in Sculpture 
from the University of Tennessee and graduated Summa Cum Laude. She has five years 
of teaching experience K-8 including three years as Art Department Head at Hampstead 
Academy. She has received specialized training in jewelry design from Haystack as well 
as a grant to study at Maine College of Art’s “Feed Your Soul” summer fellowship for a 
select group of teachers. Brooke was an All American Division I swimmer and competed 
in the 2004 Olympic Trials. As a graduate of Pingree and a product of its art program, she 
hopes to give back something in return for the opportunities the school has given her. Her 
other interests include traveling, camping, biking, and nutrition. 
 
 
Musical Theater Workshop 

 
Come to the cabaret! In this musical theater workshop, we will rehearse numbers from 
American musicals and polish them for performance at a revue for an audience on the 
final day of class. We will work on vocal technique as well as stage presence and 
"selling" a song to an audience. If you love to sing and to perform, this is the class for 
you.  

 
 
Instructor: 
Thomas Smoker earned his M.M. in Vocal Performance from the Boston Conservatory. 
He has directed plays, musicals, and operas at the high school, collegiate, and community 
levels. His most recent directing experiences have been at Rockport High School, 
Andover High School, Manchester/Essex Regional High School, Marblehead Little 
Theater, and Endicott College. Mr. Smoker teaches at Endicott College, serves as the 
interim choral director at Pingree, and is the founder of SoulCove Center for the 
Arts.  Thomas also maintains a performing career in concerts, operas and theater. 
 

Digital Music Lab 

Using state-of-the-art software and hardware in Pingree's Digital Music Lab, students 
will create and record original works of electronic music.  Students will learn how to 
create their own beats, create musical mash-ups, record and manipulate the sounds of 
voices and instruments, burn their original music to a CD, and post their music online to 
share with others.  No prior musical or computer experience is necessary. 

Instructors:  
Eric Haltmeier is the Director of Music at the Pingree School and is an active 
composer/performer on woodwinds, keyboards, and electronic instruments.  He is a 
member of the electro-jazz duo Space Genetics (with Paul Scea) and the avant-improv 
duo Stop Correcting Me (with Wilbo Wright).  Eric has performed and recorded in a 



variety of jazz, pop, classical, and electronic music contexts and has performed and 
presented at festivals and conferences around the country. Anders Olson, Pingree 
Alumnus of the Class of 2007, is a composer, music instructor, and recording technician 
.  
 

SESSION II, one-week intensive workshops; morning classes  
 

 
Printmaking 
 
Discover the magic of printmaking! Students will spend the week experimenting with a 
variety of printmaking processes including monoprint, collagraph, linoleum and woodcut, 
allowing exploration of both intaglio and relief printing. Students will print their own 
pieces by hand as well as with Pingree's press. Discussions about texture, pattern, value 
and composition are sure to inspire their designs. Color and collaged accents will allow 
each student to express their artistic concepts in the freshest way possible. By the end of 
the week the class will have created a small portfolio of prints. All levels of experience 
are welcome. Trust me. It's magic!  
 
 
Instructor: 
Jennifer Groeber has been teaching art and art history for 19 years. She earned a BA in 
Painting/Printmaking from Yale University and an MFA from Maryland Institute College 
of Art, where she met her husband, Pingree’s Head of School Tim Johnson. Her work has 
been shown nationally and has been included in juried shows throughout the United 
States including New American Paintings, a nationally recognized juried exhibition-in-
print. This summer her work is scheduled to show at the Wenham Museum as part of a 
group exhibit exploring the clothing and costumes in the museum's collection. Groeber is 
inspired by the complexity of our families, her four children, and the students she 
teaches. 
 
 
Yoga and Yoga Dance  
 
From first time yogis to karma gurus - this program will open doors to the world of 
yoga.  Classes will begin with a creative vinyasa flow and end each day with an 
expressive and upbeat yoga dance. Coming off the mat, students will develop 
mindfulness, explore Mother Nature, and learn the folktale-like stories behind the yogic 
tradition.  
 
Instructor:  
Kate Ventimiglia, a 2005 Pingree alumna earned her Bachelors degree at Skidmore 
College as a theater major.  She has trained and performed extensively in the performing 
arts community with SITI Company, Shakespeare and Company, and Double Edge 
Theater; and in 2009 formed an international theater ensemble.  Under the guidance of 
Suddha Carolyn Lundeen and Devarshi Steven Hartman, Kate received her 200-hour 
yoga teaching certification at the Kripalu School of Yoga.  She now teaches yoga and 



theater all over the greater Boston area.  Next year, she plans to pursue her Master’s in 
theater education degree at Emerson College. 
 
Making Movies With Your Phone 
 
In this week long class, we'll explore the tools and techniques needed to create edited 
videos with nothing but your iPhone/iPad, beginning with a story idea and 'shot list', to 
editing, adding music and graphics, then sharing your film via social media - all from 
right inside your phone or tablet. 'Film Language' concepts, software tutorials, and hands-
on filmmaking will ignite the imagination of the budding filmmaker! Each three- hour 
class will have 30-45 min of classroom instruction, and two hours  "in the field."  
No filmmaking experience necessary, but facility with your mobile device will help!        
* iPhone / iPad required, plus a $25 of app purchasing is suggested. (Many software offer 
FREE versions with limited functionality.) 
 
 
Instructor: 
Keith Wasserman, a Pingree alumnus of the Class of 1993hjk, is a graduate of the Tisch 
School at New York University. He is a film producer, editor, and educator who has 
worked on everything from narrative features, to television commercials. He has taught 
classes in film and media at the college and high school level. Prior to his work in film 
and media, Keith was an experiential educator for teens. His passion for creativity, 
learning, and working with youth make every workshop an adventure! 
 
 
Improv Comedy/Theater 
 
In this dynamic, interactive Theater Improv class, students will learn the essential skills 
and techniques necessary for becoming a successful improviser. Through a series of 
theater games and improvisational structures, students will learn to work both 
independently and collaboratively on acting “in the moment.” The class will focus on 
creating an ensemble, building confidence on stage, making unique and interesting 
character choices, and developing comedic timing. The class will culminate in an Improv 
Comedy Performance open to family and friends. 
 
 
Instructor: 
Arlynn Poletta is an experienced performer, acting coach, director, and theater educator. 
She holds an M.A. in Theater Education from Emerson College and a B.A. in Dance, 
Theater, and English Literature from Manhattanville College. Arlynn has worked in 
professional theater companies as well as educational settings. She is currently the 
Theater Director at the Pingree School. Arlynn has also served as the Director of 
Educational Programming for the Helen Hayes Theater in New York, the Director of the 
Drama Program at The Brimmer and May School in Chestnut Hill, MA, and the 
Associate Director of Charles River Creative Arts in Dover, MA. Arlynn has also taught 
at a number of theater companies in the Boston area, including Wheelock Family 
Theater, The Center for the Arts in Natick, and Enter Stage Left Theater 
 



SESSION II, one-week intensive workshops; afternoon classes 
 

 
Art from Recycled Materials 
 
Use your imagination in the art studio to create mixed media art that incorporates some 
recycled or discarded objects. We will make a few pieces using sculpture, collage, or 
photographic techniques. All levels of art experience welcome! 
 
 
Instructor: 
Debora VanderMolen is an accomplished artist and educator who teaches at the Pingree 
School. She specializes in Photography, Artist Books, and Printmaking 
 
 
Introduction to Digital Imaging 
 
We will be using Adobe Photoshop and Illustrator to create digital works of art. Students 
will be challenged technically and conceptually as they learn to navigate Photoshop and 
Illustrator's immense set of tools and functions. We will be learning diverse techniques 
ranging from merging photographs together to creating completely original works of 
digital art. 
 
 
Instructor: 
Neil Sharum is an educator, visual artist, and professional photographer who has been 
working in the field for the last eight years.  He has taught black and white film and 
digital photography courses at the college level.  His firsthand knowledge of professional 
photography has provided him with the opportunity to give valuable guidance to aspiring 
young artists and photographers. 
 
 
Creating Artist Books 
 
In this hands-on workshop, students will be introduced to the materials and techniques 
used to create their own handmade books. Learn to make a sketchbook, journal, and an 
artistic accordion book with different binding techniques. Students will also learn to print 
their own decorative papers using a printmaking process, an ink-based marbling 
technique, and their own digital photographs. Participants will leave with four personal 
books and the knowledge and enthusiasm to make many more! 
 
Instructor: 
Debora VanderMolen is an accomplished artist and educator who teaches at the Pingree 
School. She specializes in Photography, Artist Books, and Printmaking. 
 
 
 
 
 



Sketching en Plein Air  
 
Do you like to draw? Do you doodle all over your notebooks in class? Do you wish you 
had more knowledge about sketching materials and techniques? Have no drawing 
experience? Enjoy sitting outside in the sun? Whatever your interest and background, this 
class is for you. Every day, we will be taking a sketchpad outside, trying out a variety of 
drawing instruments. We’ll sit by the pond, walk over to Bradley State Park and 
Appleton Farm, and draw different things we see. 
 
 
Instructor: 
Alison Buchsbaum is a student at Stanford University majoring in Human Biology with a 
concentration in Youth and Adolescent Development in Education.  She is from Beverly, 
Massachusetts, where she attended Beverly High School and was an active participant in 
the music department.  Now at Stanford, she continues to engage in music in addition to 
outdoor leadership and theater.  After graduation, Alison plans to earn a Master’s in 
Education and teach high school biology.  She also hopes to work with middle school 
students in enrichment programs and health education.   
 
 
Nail That Audition! 
 
Students will fill their actor’s toolbox with simple techniques that will help them land any 
audition: cold reading, monologue presentation, headshot photo shoot, and group 
improvisation. Participants will walk away feeling confident and prepared to show 
themselves in the best possible light for school auditions, community theater, 
commercials, and film. 
 
 
Instructor: 
Kate Ventimiglia, a 2005 Pingree alumna earned her Bachelors degree at Skidmore 
College as a theater major.  She has trained and performed extensively in the performing 
arts community with SITI Company, Shakespeare and Company, and Double Edge 
Theater; and in 2009 formed an international theater ensemble.  Under the guidance of 
Suddha Carolyn Lundeen and Devarshi Steven Hartman, Kate received her 200-hour 
yoga teaching certification at the Kripalu School of Yoga.  She now teaches yoga and 
theater all over the greater Boston area.  Next year, she plans to pursue her Master’s in 
theater education degree at Emerson College. 
 
 
Creative Knitting: Shakespeare to Wear 
 
The link between language and art has been powerful through the centuries, from 
illuminated manuscripts to picture books and photojournalism. In this class, students will 
explore creatively the relationship between language and ideas by making a garment that 
represents the themes in a play by Shakespeare. They may choose between the As You 
Like It Tee, depicting rural and urban life with a cityscape on the back and leaves, trees, 
and flowers on the front, the Star-Crossed Skirt, a tiered twirly skirt in linen or cotton 



embellished with stars, and The Tempest Blanket, constructed out of felted sweaters and 
featuring a quote from Shakespeare's Tempest or from a book or poem of their own 
choosing. All three choices will teach students important color-work knitting techniques 
without the pressure of complicated patterns. Some prior knitting experience 
recommended.  
 
 
Instructor:  
Anna Stover, a former Pingree student, works as a librarian at Boston Arts Academy and 
Fenway High School and is a longtime employee of Yarns in the Farms in Beverly, 
where she teaches knitting classes for children and adults. She received a degree in 
English Literature from Kenyon College, and has since been studying at Simmons 
College to earn her MLS in Library Science and MA in Children's Literature. She loves 
to play with color and design. In her free time, she makes up knitting patterns, designs 
and makes stained glass windows, and reads. 
	  


