
Prep@Pingree students bring
their learning to 8th grade, high school 
and beyond.

Opening the Door 
to the American Dream 
Each Summer.
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Eight years

boldof doing
something

over 250  Lawrence and Lynn students enrolled.

over 250  Pingree community members engaged.

over $2,500,000  Secondary School Scholarship 

 Money Earned.

Secondary School Destinations Include:

Ongoing Academic and 
Cultural Enrichment.
Prep@Pingree furthers Pingree School’s 
mission by providing an ongoing aca-
demic and cultural enrichment program for 
talented, urban, middle-school students. 
Through an intensive five-week summer 
program and supplemental year-round 
support, Prep@Pingree prepares admitted 
students for independent, parochial, and 
public high schools and beyond. Balanc-
ing rigorous academics with co-curricular 
experiences, the program enables stu-
dents to sharpen their quantitative, verbal, 
analytical, written and study skills through 
math, English, engineering design and his-
tory courses. Students are provided oppor-
tunities for social and cultural exploration 
within Essex County and beyond. Classes 
are taught by Pingree School and Lawrence 
High School faculty and Pingree alumni. 
Teachers and students are assisted by 
former Prep@Pingree and Pingree School 
students who work as teaching assistants 
and student counselors.

 Brooks School
 Central Catholic High School
 Kimball Union Academy
 Northfield Mount Herman
 Noble & Greenough School
 Notre Dame High School
 Phillips Academy at Andover
 Pingree School
 Presentation of Mary Academy
 Proctor Academy
 Saint John’s Preparatory School
 Saint Paul’s School

 The Governor’s Academy

College Destinations Include:
  Brigham Young University
 Gordon College
 Manhattanville College
 Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
 Southern New Hampshire University
 Stonehill College
 Tufts University



At the end of August this summer, I received a hand-written letter from a Prep@Pingree 
student who was about to begin her freshman year at Pingree in a few days. Referring to her 
opportunity to attend, her letter stated, “My gratitude is endless. I truly appreciate the time 
and effort Pingree put forth into my family’s needs. Without your help, I wouldn’t be able to 
attend my dream school.”

Dream School – I’ve been appreciating the magnitude of that term ever since reading this student’s letter. Over the 
last eight years, I have listened carefully as a variety of people described Prep@Pingree: “a program that levels the 
playing field in education,” “a program that saves lives,” “a program that gives students a head start for 8th grade, 
high school and beyond,” “a program that enables the American Dream of opportunity regardless of economic 
circumstance and family connections.” One of our donors said to me this summer, “Prep@Pingree furthers the 
principles upon which our country was founded, the idea that hard work and talent account for a person’s success, 
not a person’s privelege which too often results from accidents of birth.” However each of us views Prep@Pingree, 
it is clear that planning carefully and acting boldly have resulted in significant outcomes.

In a philanthropic landscape that devastated many worthy causes and organizations, Prep@Pingree supporters 
embraced our mission in an unprecedented way. Thanks to our donors’ inspirational support of Prep@Pingree 
we took on projects we had not budgeted for originally, including the first publication of Prep@Pingree student 
workbooks created by our teachers in math, English, engineering design, history and secondary school admission; 
an evaluation of our program by a professional not affiliated with Pingree or Prep@Pingree; and the production of 
a new documentary film about Prep@Pingree created by three Pingree students in partnership with Fred Films. 
Even at the end of the summer, again thanks to an extraordinary group of heroic donors, we were able to fund two 
additional Pingree scholarships for Prep@Pingree students who were placed on a financial aid waitlist after being 
admitted to Pingree in March. The girl who wrote the letter I quote above is one such scholarship recipient and is 
thriving as a 9th grader at Pingree this fall.

I believe in the adage “you are who you hire.” An energetic and skilled group of independent and public school 
teachers came together again this summer to engage our terrific students. Thanks to a summer intern provided to 
us again by Forest Foundation, we updated our alumni database, reached out to alumni by establishing a Facebook 
presence, connected to our partners through our summer blog and explored the potential applications of Twitter. 
Communicating to our past, present and future students, families and donors is critical to Prep@Pingree’s long 
term growth and sustainability.

Just as our first Prep@Pingree alumni are now juniors in college, Prep@Pingree is now mature and poised for 
even greater achievements. Many of our alumni are enrolled at several independent and parochial secondary 
schools. Prep@Pingree alumni teach and work as student instructors for Prep@Pingree each summer. Of course 
none of these things are possible without our growing list of individual and institutional investors along with the 
entire Pingree School community’s support of Prep@Pingree. All act on their belief that amazing things happen 
when Pingree School connects to the communities of Lawrence and Lynn. 

Thank you, again, for making Prep@Pingree a priority in your lives.

Steven Filosa 
Director, Prep@Pingree 
Pingree Mathematics Teacher

bold
thank you
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COUR AGE TO SHARE YOUR VOICE.

“All of us who pursue the “American Dream” still struggle to accomplish it, but thanks to 
educational programs like Prep@Pingree, we know our children will get the tools needed to 
reinforce their knowledge and be able to compete for a better chance to accomplish their dreams. 
Education is the key to succeed and I am glad my son had the opportunity to participate in 
Prep@Pingree. He clearly said to me: ‘I feel more than ready to start high school. I’ve learned a lot 
during these five weeks and I know I will do well.’ These are the words any parent would like to 
hear from their child. My son is confident and ready and we owe a lot of that to Prep@Pingree.”
 iris inirio, prep@pingree parent  

“When I think about Prep@Pingree I think about myself and the American dream because I am 
the only person in a family of nine people with a college education. I came to this country with 
no money in my pocket but with a tremendous amount of willingness to work hard and succeed. 
I am trying to pass on this priceless quality to my children. Once again I would like to thank the 
people who appreciate the hard work of our youth that could be our future leaders.” 
 souad halloul, prep@pingree parent  

“The American dream is certainly alive and well due to people like Prep@Pingree donors, 
staff, and schools like Pingree. There are great young people out there, doing wonderful things. 
Unfortunately, too much focus seems to be on the few ‘bad’ ones and the systemic failings of some 
schools. Education is, and always will be, the basis for building a society of responsible citizens. 
We must continue to offer quality programs that provide students the skills necessary to achieve 
success and live a good quality of life. Thanks to Prep@Pingree for supporting our students.”

 dan rorke, lawrence family development charter school faculty

“I want to share a comment made to me when leaving the classroom this summer. A woman was 
so impressed by the way our student instructors managed the 34 young people we have with us 
this summer. In particular, she praised their abilities to interact with the students in a friendly 
manner. She said she was impressed ‘even when they were all screaming in the hallway. You 
knew just what to do to ask them to calm down and go do another activity - never needing to 
raise your voices but dealing with the situation quickly with a level-headed demeanor.’”

 holly o’donohue, assistant director of prep@pingree, pingree school alumna

  



I have always been hard working until the end. Some people might 
start the school year working their hardest and will get high grades 
in all their classes, but by the end of the year they start slacking. I 
am not one of those people. I work my hardest from beginning to 
end. I started the year with all A’s except one B+. I wasn’t satisfied 
with that B+, so I worked harder to raise that grade up to an A while 
still maintaining A’s in all of my other classes. 

Any time someone asks me for help or I see that someone is in 
need of help I am very happy to help without complaining. I think 
that people find it’s easy to come to me because they know that 
I will help them as soon as they ask and that I will do whatever 
I can. I have had classmates call me 
with questions about their homework. 
They have called many times because 
they know that I will really help them 
understand the subject and not just 
give the answers. 

Patience is a quality that has helped 
me in many situations. When things 
don’t go the way planned, I am patient 
enough to wait. I not only wait, but 
I try to resolve the problem. I’m 
also patient with others and, when 
someone doesn’t understand something, I don’t mind sitting 
down and explaining it to them as many times as it takes for them 
to understand it. I am happy to know that I can help someone out 
and answer as many questions as they have. 

I participated in Prep@Pingree before coming to Pingree School 
and it really helped me to grow academically. It also made me 
more mature. I love helping other kids have that same amazing 
experience. If I had not participated in Prep @ Pingree I would 
not have been as prepared for high school as I was after Prep@
Pingree. The student counselors are all very helpful and fun to 
be with. I learned a lot from them. I learned how important it 
is to work together in order to achieve the group goals and how 
motivation from our peers can really help us go one step further 
to reach the next level. I want to pass that message to other kids 
because the kids really are the future of the world. 

I want to make friends with kids that are participating in the 
program and coming to Pingree next year so that I can be someone 
they feel comfortable with and can come to for help if they ever 
need it. I am the type of person that likes to make my time 
productive, and I believe that just staying home the whole summer 
won’t be productive at all. Prep@Pingree makes my summer 
productive. 

“I am so impressed with the 
success of Prep@Pingree. From 
Prep@Pingree’s donors to the 
staff to the incredible students 
the program nurtures, I am very 
proud.  Prep@Pingree is an 
incredible program that enriches 
Pingree School in so many real 
and important ways. It is chang-
ing the lives of so many people 
- this teacher included.”

The Student Becomes the Teacher. 

natalia rosa, prep@pingree alumna, 
student instructor and pingree 
school sophomore

“ I participated in 
Prep@Pingree 
before coming to 
Pingree School 
and it really 
helped me to grow 
academically.”

ann foye, pingree school 
faculty member



Once enrolled, at no cost to them, 
students are provided everything they need to participate in the program — round-trip transportation from Lawrence 

and Lynn, meals, and all school supplies. The summer session begins with a brunch at Pingree for Prep@Pingree 

families. As part of the program orientation, participants spend two days at Project Adventure engaged in team 

building activities. The program concludes with a graduation ceremony, followed by a final day trip.  

During the five-week summer session, Prep@Pingree students spend their time engaged in rigorous academic work 

and co-curricular activities. They spend four hours each day in the classroom followed by two hours of interactive 

activities utilizing Pingree facilities (swimming pool, playing fields, computer laboratories, etc.). On Fridays, students 

take day trips within greater Boston and Essex County, including a visit to a college campus, a canoe trip down the 

Ipswich River, exploration at New England Aquarium and a whale watch out of Gloucester harbor.

Upon graduation, program participants continue to receive academic support, and secondary school placement 

counseling and to attend other activities throughout their eighth grade year.

Thursday:
8:45 – 8:55 AM Students Meet in Commons 

for snack, announcements

9:05 – 10:10 AM English Class 1/ 

Engineering Design Class 2

10:10 – 11:15 AM Change and Swim

11:25 – 12:40 AM Math Class 1/English Class 2

12:45 – 1:15  PM Lunch

1:20 – 2:35 PM Afternoon Activities:  

Ceramics with Mrs. Taft 

2:40 – 2:55 PM Students Meet in Commons 

for drinks, announcements

3:00 PM Bus Departs from  

Pingree School

Wednesday:
8:45 – 8:55 AM Students Meet in Commons for 

snack, announcements

9:05 – 9:45 AM Engineering Design 1/ 
History Class 2

9:50 – 10:30 AM Math Class 1/English Class 2

10:35 – 11:15 AM History Class 1/Math Class 2

11:20 AM Leave for Tidepooling at Halibut 
Point w/Ms. Scofield

2:45 PM Bus Departs from Halibut Point

tuesday

24
Secondary School  
Admission Workshop 
and Panel

JULY

wednesday

2Project 
Adventure

JULY

friday

1
Gloucester 
Whale Watch

AUGUST

25New 
England 
Aquarium

JULY

friday

11MIT and 
The Media 
Lab

JULY

friday

18
Ipswich River  
Canoe Trip

JULY

wednesday



Funding for Prep@Pingree is diverse and growing. A number of 
individuals and institutions with a deep commitment to the children in 
Lawrence , Lynn and Pingree School have been generous contributors 
for the past eight years. Several new contributors supported Prep@
Pingree for the first time this year. In addition, Prep@Pingree 
continues to receive support from Pingree School’s operating budget.

Anonymous (5)
Kathy Adam
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Abedon
Elizabeth and Nicholas Argeros
Mr. and Mrs. Chris W. Armstrong
Mr. and Mrs. Neale Attenborough
Ayco Charitable Foundation
Hope and Robert Bachelder
 (Hope Amory Bachelder ’77)
Sheila Balboni
Mary and Robert Barthelmes
The Bertolon Family Foundation
The Bertolon Family
Mr. and Mrs. Kirk Bishop
Frank Bonaiuto
Mr. and Mrs. Darryl Brile
Kitty and Jock Burns
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen J. Carey
Ms. Sarah E. Carpenter ’97
The Charles E. Harwood Trust
Charles G. Pringle Foundation
Clipper Ship Foundation
Debbie and Malcolm Coates
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Conrad
Donald and Marjorie Cregg
Danversbank Charitable Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Brett DeBose
Mr. and Mrs. Dean DeCoste
Paul and Lynda DeCourcy
Kathleen Dolan
Dennis and Mary Dyer
Eastern Bank Charitable Foundation
Mr. Richard A. Erickson
Essex County Community Foundation — 

Lawrence Summer Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Esty
Ms. Meghan E. Farley
Fiduciary Charitable Foundation
Tracy and Steve Filosa
Forest Foundation
Ann and Paul Foye
Mrs. Joan Furnari
Michael and Joan Furnari
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Gary
Mr. and Mrs. David Gibbs
Dr. Donna L. Gilton ’68
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Glessner III
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick H. Glore
 (Ms. Constance Pemberton Glore ’69)
Mr. and Mrs. Michael B. Gracey
Robert and Christina Grenier
Alice Grossman
Mr. John M. Higgins and Ms. Shirin 

Philipp
Highland Street Foundation
Ms. Lizanne Hourihan
Mr. and Mrs. Ned Jackson
June Jeswald
Dr. Timothy M. Johnson and Ms. Jennifer 

Groeber
Tracy and Mark Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Kane
Steve Kent and Nancy Sullivan
Ms. Kelly Schwenkmeyer and Mr. Edward 

F. Kloman
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Kneisel
EIvind Lange and Mary Puma
Ms. Wendy Lawton
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen LoVerme
Mr. and Mrs. George Lyon
Mr. and Mrs. James MacLaughlin
 (Mr. James L. MacLaughlin ’84)
Joanna MacWhinnie
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Maggio
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Maher
Ms. Samantha A. Markowski and Mr. 

Kevin Markowski
 (Ms. Samantha Drislane Markowski ’93)
Susan and Peter Mason

Diana Batchelder Mathey
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. May, Jr.
Mr. Todd Mazzeo
Catherine McCarthy Memorial Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Alan McCoy
Ms. Anna Mae McCoy
Mr. David J. Medvitz
Therese and Kurt Melden
Mr. and Mrs. Sean Moore
Ms. Kimberley Moore
Mr. and Mrs. Michael K. Nelligan
Mr. and Mrs. Brooks Nelson
Network for Good
Charles O’Donnell and Jane Haas
Mary and Jim O’Hare
Eric P. Olson and Diana J. Denning
Carolyn Paczkowska and 
 Kenneth W. Grant II
Mr. Mathew Perry
Dr. Enrico and Denise Petrillo
Mr. and Mrs. Richard D. Phippen
Robert and Regina Piantedosi
Will and Lucy Pingree
Mr. and Mrs. James S. Polese
 (Ms. Laurie Harding Polese ’84)
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher F. Powers
 (Ms. Sarah Carlson Powers ’95)
Martha and Jeffrey Rawlins
Dr. and Mrs. S. Alan Ray
 (Ms. Angela Katsos Ray ’82)
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Regan
The Reichert Family
Ms. Andrea Richards
Mr. and Mrs. Denis Robitaille
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Rogers
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Rogers
Mr. and Mrs. Serge Sacharuk
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Sampson
Barbara Savarese
Ms. Elizabeth M. Savarese ’99
Mary Scofield
Ellen and Bruce Shain
 (Ellen Reinhalter Shain ’77)
Keith and Ellen Shaughnessy
Sra. Sofía P. Sidmore
JD and Martha Smeallie
 (Martha Lyness Smeallie ’78)
Eric and Wendy Stacey
 (Mr. Eric D. Stacey ’81)
Mr. and Mrs. Russell C. Steinert
Russell and Marie Stephens
Mr. and Mrs. Howard L. Sticklor
Ed and Cathy Sullivan
Norman and Barbara Swanson
Mr. and Mrs. Harry T. Taft
 (Ms. Elizabeth Allen Taft ’73)
Mr. Paul G. Tetta
The Linda and Steven Weinstein 

Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Dwight Thompson
Ms. Alexandra Tinari
Family of Judy Tran
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Van Tuyl
Ms. Debora VanderMolen
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Vassallo
 (Ms. Shelley McCloy Vassallo ’76)
Virginia Wellington Cabot Foundation
Bill and Mary Wasserman
R. Kingman Webster and
 Dee Webster
Mr. and Mrs. Steven M. Weinstein
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Wescott
Natalie and William Whelan
Ms. Barbara J. Whitney
William M. Wood Foundation
Mr. John D. Young and
 Ms. Sue Casey
 

funding

The mission of Prep@Pingree 

is to provide an ongoing academic and cultural 

enrichment program for talented, urban, middle 

school students. Through an intensive five-week 

summer program and supplemental year round 

support, Prep@Pingree prepares admitted 

students for independent, parochial, and public 

high schools. Prep@Pingree balances rigorous 

academics with co-curricular experiences.

How Can I Help?
Prep@Pingree enrolls 35 students each year at a cost 

of roughly $2,500 per student. Despite a turbulent 

economy, friends of Prep@Pingree supported our 

students and staff more than ever before. To fully 

sponsor a Prep@Pingree graduate to attend Pingree 

School costs $35,000 per year. 

There are many ways to invest in Prep@Pingree.  

Gifts of any size are appreciated.

For more information, please contact Steven Filosa,  

Director, (978) 468-4415 x 265.

Your contributions 
will be used to support:

Scholarships for Prep@Pingree alumni to 
attend Pingree School $35,000

Transportation, meals, learning materials
$10,000

Stipends for Pingree School students and 
Prep@Pingree alumni to work for Prep@Pingree
$2,000

Scholarships for Lawrence and Lynn middle 
school students to attend Prep@Pingree $2,500

Prep@Pingree field trips $500



Pingree School |  537 Highland Street, South Hamilton, MA 01982  

978 468.4415  |  Fax 978 468.3758  |  www.pingree.org

Prep@Pingree Advisory Committee
Malcolm Coates, Prep@Pingree Advisory Committee Chair,  

Pingree Board of Trustees, p ’01

Steven Filosa, Director of Prep@Pingree

Sheila Balboni, Executive Director The Community Group

Jock Burns, Pingree Director of Finance

Mary Dyer, Pingree Admissions, Director of Diversity Outreach

Trina Gary, Pingree Director of Multicultural Education

John Glessner, Pingree History Teacher, p’98, ’99

Candice Jimerson-Johnson, Prep@Pingree English Teacher, 

 Lawrence High School Assistant Principal

Therese Melden, Pingree Board of Trustees, p’09, ’11

Kimberley Moore, Pingree Director of Institutional Advancement

Jane Riley, Pingree Board of Trustees, Chair, ’77, p’05

Carmen Rodriquez p’11, ’12

J.D. Smeallie, Pingree Board of Trustees, Vice President, p’05, ’09

Eric Stacey, Pingree Director of Admission, ’81

Mary Wasserman, p’02

B.B. Wright, Pingree Board of Trustees

“We live in the world as it is and dream of the world that 
might one day be and consider ourselves fortunate to have 
reduced, even modestly, the distance between the two.” 

linda may, pingree school faculty member 


