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The mission of Prep@Pingree is to
provide an ongoing academic and
cultural enrichment program for
talented, urban, middle-school
students. Through an intensive

five-week summer program and
supplemental year round support,
Prep@Pingree prepares admitted

students for independent,
parochial, and public high schools.
Prep@Pingree balances rigorous

academics with
co-curricular experiences.

 

Dear Steve,
Welcome to the winter issue of the semi-annual e-newsletter
Prep@Pingree Perspective. Our objective in writing these columns is to
communicate the perspectives people gain through their connections
to Prep@Pingree.

A More Perfect Union
by Steve Filosa, Director   
 
Two weeks ago the world watched
and listened as an alumnus of
Honolulu's Punahou School took
the oath of office for President of
the United States. Like so many
other scholarship students,
President Obama defies the
statistical probabilities of
graduating, indeed excelling, in
high school, college, graduate
school and beyond. His story, like
so many Prep@Pingree students' is one of perseverance overcoming
adversity; talent and perspective overcoming privilege and myopia. 

The last several months have instilled fear and capitulation. As
President Obama stated in his inaugural address, "Our nation is at
war...our economy is badly weakened...our schools fail too many...the
challenges we face are real...but they will be met." As I listened to
him speak these words, I had the sense that he believes there is
tremendous upside to the challenges facing us. I had the sense that,
despite the gravity of the situation he has inherited, President Obama
relishes the opportunity to lead at this important moment in history.
As is the case for so many Prep@Pingree alumni, the crises in our
lives represent incredible opportunities to forge a more perfect union
between the sometimes stark realities of our circumstances and our
visionary aspirations. 

The voices that follow are forging a more perfect union in their own
spheres of influence: a Prep@Pingree alumna who is about to
graduate from Pingree School and attend college; a Pingree alumnus
who worked as a Prep@Pingree student counselor for two years; a
Pingree trustee who has led the charge toward making Prep@Pingree
a permanent cornerstone of Pingree School. All of these remarkable
individuals personify the optimistic and hopeful vision that long odds
can be overcome and that crises can bring opportunities.
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A Life Changing Opportunity
By Bianka Mejia, 
Prep@Pingree '04 &'05, Pingree School '09

For some reason in seventh grade I had my whole 
life planned out. My plans went something like this: 
I was to graduate eighth grade, fromthere enroll in 
my town's public high school,maybe go to college 
and eventually maintain afamily. Amazing plan right? 
At least for me, itwas. I was never big on challenging 
myself. Imust admit that I usually enjoyed taking the
easy route in life. Of course my plans soon changed 
after attending Prep@Pingree during
the summer before eighth grade.

To be completely honest, what attracted me to
the program wasn't the fact that our day
consisted of reading, writing and math. In fact I
didn't see myself devoting 5 weeks of summer

to school work. Yet when I heard the words "Six Flags," you bet I was
ready to do whatever was necessary to get in! Maybe it was my age
at the time that I was unable to appreciate what Prep@Pingree
actually gave me until I entered high school. Sure the field trips were
fun, and I met some amazing people, but it was one of the first times
that I was actually being challenged in a classroom which helped me
prepare for my first year in high school. The long painful math lessons
actually came in handy. Writing class gave me some valuable tips that
I still use as a senior in high school. Not only that, but the program
itself opened my eyes to many different options of high schools I
could attend.  I found myself entering my eighth grade year wanting
to explore my options and started applying to private schools. Had I
not gone to the program, I would have just registered at my local
high school. Luckily I ended up going to Pingree School, where I am
now a senior and about to head off to college. I would have never
thought that one program would change my plans so much for the
better. Going to Prep@Pingree was literally life changing. Had I not
gone, I'm not sure I'd be as prepared in my education as I am today. 

 

Learning from My
Students
By Alexander Reichert,
Prep@Pingree Counselor '06
&'07, Pingree School '07
There came a moment around
the age of sixteen where I
recognized my life to be one of
privilege. At this point I had two
choices; continue the exotic vacations and multiple summer camps or
utilize my time, and in the case of Prep@Pingree my summers, to
learn from a group of magnificently interesting young adults. It took
two years at Prep@Pingree to understand what a substantial program
Pingree School had put together. Day in and day out for those five
weeks each summer, our group of counselors and teachers worked
tirelessly to give support and learn from our charming and brilliant
students as they pursued their goals.           
 
Signing on board in the summer of my junior year I became
conscious, almost instantaneously, that I was taking part in a program
that would help to change the way I perceived the world. Four years
down the road and pausing for a moment of self-reflection, the impact
that those students at Prep@Pingree had on me is still apparent in my
daily life. Witnessing their courage to leave their friends and spend
their days for five weeks of their summer in classes, I learned to
appreciate the privilege of my studies. The greatest lesson learned in
those two summers was the fact that no matter what demographic
one originates from, desire and determination will always prevail in
one's quest to achieve his or her dreams. I learned this from a
handful of middle school students from Lawrence and Lynn taught me
in a matter of minutes.    
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Why I Support
Prep@Pingree
By Therese Melden, Pingree School
Trustee, Prep@Pingree Advisory
Committee
Why do I give to Prep@Pingree?
Because it makes me feel good. I know
I'm helping someone develop the
academic and cultural skills they need
to succeed in school, the work place and
the community. By lighting another's
path I'm brightening my own.
Prep@Pingree already has made an
extraordinary difference to nearly 200
students and will continue to do so for
many more kids. Without this program,

Prep@Pingree students could easily grow up under the cloud of low
expectations and missed opportunities.

I benefited, as I'm sure many of you have, from philanthropy. I
received financial aid which made it possible for me to go to college.
My daughter has been awarded a merit scholarship to one of her
colleges of choice. These opportunities are not possible without the
generosity of people like you and me who value education and
understand that such an investment benefits the entire community
and beyond. We're seeing how easily material possessions can be lost
but remember that each day spent learning can never be taken away.
This gift is priceless and infinite.

George Peabody said that education is a debt due from present to
future generations. We each have the responsibility, especially now, to
raise people up so that they can become their best while we become
our best. We learn that we are responsible for our neighbors and the
good work continues. Imagine an entire generation being infected with
such generosity! That makes me feel very good.
 

Steve, We hope these columns will spark a conversation between you
and Prep@Pingree. Please send us your thoughts by simply replying to
this email. Feel free to forward Prep@Pingree Perspective to as many

people as you like. Thank you for your interest in creating opportunities
for all students.
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