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Greetings!
 
Welcome to the spring issue of the semi-annual e-newsletter
Prep@Pingree Perspective. Our objective in sending these columns is to
communicate the perspectives people gain through their connections to
Prep@Pingree.

Commencement
by Steve Filosa, Director  

It may seem odd to name the issue preceding our 10th summer of
partnership with Lawrence and Lynn with the term "commencement," but
as we anticipate the next ten years of Prep@Pingree, I'm thinking a lot
about starting anew. In about two weeks, Prep@Pingree alumni will
commence from high school and, for the first time, college. In part,
because of their experiences with Prep@Pingree, these talented, hard
working individuals are equipped for their futures with the academic
grounding and social capital necessary to navigate better any campus or
work place.

The voices that follow in this issue of Prep@Pingree Perspective all speak
to essential aspects of Prep@Pingree. Whether it is Zalia Rojas' look back
on an important summer in her life, Chase Goodwin's thoughts about a
summer job that changed his outlook on the world, or Kirk and Julie
Bishop's enthusiasm for investing their resources in people who seek
access to high quality education, all of these voices speak to the founding
and future visions that make Prep@Pingree possible.

A New Frontier
by Zalia Rojas, Prep@Pingree '07, Pingree School '11, Amherst
College '15.

My experience at Prep@Pingree was quite eye-opening. Initially, I felt out
of place at the program - and why wouldn't I? I was an inner-city
Dominican teen who had never spent much time in a prep school in a
predominantly white town. I didn't know where I was, who the people
around me were, or how I had ended up in South Hamilton, and I was
nervous. However, the warm welcome I received from the Pingree
students and faculty at the program filled me with excitement for the
next few weeks and reassured me that Pingree School was the right high
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The mission of Prep@Pingree is to
provide an ongoing academic and
cultural enrichment program for
talented, urban, middle-school
students. Through an intensive
five-week summer program and

supplemental year round support,
Prep@Pingree prepares admitted

students for independent,
parochial, and public high schools.
Prep@Pingree balances rigorous

academics with
co-curricular experiences.

 

 

school for me. 
 
While I wasn't very excited about having to do school work in the
summer, looking back now, I realize that what I learned then helped me
as a freshmen at Pingree. I learned math concepts as well as note-taking
skills that I needed in preparation for my math and history courses, and I
am grateful for that. Besides academics, Prep@Pingree gave me the
opportunity to interact with a diverse group of teens my age - something
I had never really experienced before the program. This also prepared me
for high school, since I had come from a 92%(24 Hispanic, 2 Caucasian)
Hispanic eighth grade class. Prep@Pingree wasn't just another summer
program. It prepared me for the next stage in my life, and it made the
summer of 2007 a memorable one.

It's Not Work If You Like It
By Chase Goodwin, Prep@Pingree Student Instructor '10 and '11,
Pingree School '11, Bentley University '15
 
It is difficult to put in to a few words
what goes on in the five summer weeks
of Prep@Pingree. As a student
instructor, I am blessed with the
opportunity to work with amazing
teachers and intelligent students. The
students make Prep@Pingree. The
mixture of backgrounds, experiences,
and interests not only allows the
students to learn from each other, but also allows each staff member the
opportunity to learn from the students. In five weeks, we build strong
relationships that would never have been possible without this program.
The connection between the staff and students is what amazes me most.

All summer long, the students are challenged to take initiative, learn as
much as they can, and build friendships that will endure.
Prep@Pingree is a program that supports its students first and foremost.
Students from Prep@Pingree go on to their final year of middle school or
their first year of high school much more prepared than most of their
fellow classmates. This transitional stage is one of the most difficult times
for young adolescents and, because of Prep@Pingree, those students do
so with relative ease. Amazing growth takes place, and it is incredible to
watch the students become better prepared for what is to come in the
classroom. Prep@Pingree gives me the opportunity to mentor students
and share with them my experiences, hoping they will learn and grow to
their full potential. This is a job that I can not do without. Prep@Pingree
means something big, for the students we teach, the friendships we
create, and the experiences and memories we keep. Prep@Pingree is
gold.

Why We Invest in Prep@Pingree 
By Kirk and Julie Bishop (P'06, P'06, P'08)
(Kirk is the current President of Pingree's Board of Trustees)
  
If one believes that education is the foundation
upon which democracy is built, if one believes that
the opportunity to work hard and improve one's lot
is a fundamental American value, and if one
believes in the potential of all of us to learn from
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one another, then one must believe in
Prep@Pingree.The program is so fundamentally
good in its conception and execution that it is hard
not to get excited about its ability to change lives. 
 
With all that P@P has accomplished over the past
10 years, there is still so much more it can do.
Dollars are all that limits the potential. As P@P alumni begin to graduate
from college and the program gains well-deserved national recognition,
many of the original dreams of the P@P founders are becoming reality.
New dreams are now taking root. Imagine if P@P not only prepared
students for entry into independent, parochial and public schools on the
North Shore, but was able to offer significant scholarship aid directly to
them to help them pursue their dreams. Imagine if P@P were able to
support every student who deserves such an opportunity. 
 
All of that and more is possible if we work together. That is why we are
proud to support Prep@Pingree.

We hope this issue will spark a conversation between you and
Prep@Pingree. What do you look forward to during this season of new

beginnings? How do you imagine and plan for your future? Please send us
your thoughts by replying to this email. Feel free to forward Prep@Pingree
Perspective to as many people as you like. Thank you for your interest in

creating opportunities for all students.

Forward email

This email was sent to sfilosa@pingree.org by sfilosa@pingree.org |  
Update Profile/Email Address | Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.
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