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Welcome to the September issue of the semi-annual e-newsletter
Prep@Pingree Perspective. Our objective in writing these columns is
to communicate the perspectives people gain through their
connections to Prep@Pingree.

The American Dream
by Steve Filosa, Director   

In May 2009, Paul Grogan, President and CEO of the Boston
Foundation, said at a Buckingham Browne & Nichols School
community building event, "I would argue there are some very
worrisome and troubling trends in our economy that precede this
latest emergency by some decades. I would pose it this way - is the
American Dream still alive? Is it really still deserved to be the kind of
civic religion that it's been, the idea that regardless of your
circumstances, with hard work and effort and commitment, you can
make it in America?"
 
In response, I invite Mr. Grogan and others who wonder if the
American Dream is still alive to consider the voices that follow in this
issue of Prep@Pingree Perspective. The story of David Rodriguez, a
Prep@Pingree and Pingree School alumnus, is living proof that a
person from the most humble beginnings can access an independent
school and college education. Meg O'Hare, a Pingree School alumna
who has worked as a student instructor and 8th grade math teacher
at Prep@Pingree for the last four years, helped make David's
American Dream a reality with her thoughtful guidance and skillful
instruction while she discovered her true potential and found her
internal compass. And finally, David McGrath's reflections about
investing in Prep@Pingree provide evidence that as long as generous
and savvy donors have any say in the matter, the American Dream
will take shape each summer at Prep@Pingree on the Pingree School
campus.

College
By David Rodriguez, Prep@Pingree '05 and '04, Pingree School '09
 
As I prepare to indulge myself into that place that people call
"college" I cannot help but be grateful for my experience with
Prep@Pingree. The summer program put me in a place that I wanted
to be with people like me. Prep@Pingree allowed me to continue my
education while having fun at the same time. The program helped
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The mission of Prep@Pingree is

   to provide an ongoing academic
      and cultural enrichment program

         for talendted, urban, middle-
           school students.  Trhough an 

              intensive five-week summer
               program and supplemental year

             round support, Prep@Pingree
             prepares admitted students for

              independent, parochial, and
       public high schools.

                Prep@Pingree balances rigorous
   academics with

            co-curricular e xperiences.

prepare me for the challenging high school education I was about to
receive at Pingree School. After two summers as a Prep@Pingree
student, each year I come back for the annual end of the year
barbeque. This summer I was an invited guest speaker. I cannot help
but notice that the faces change but the same great attitude is still
there. These students want to learn and be successful. I know that
Prep@Pingree is certainly a choice that will help them to achieve just
that.
 

Growth for All
By Meg O'Hare, Prep@Pingree Student Instructor and Math Teacher
'06 through '09, Pingree School '09
 
My four summers working at
Prep@Pingree have been simultaneously
fun, challenging, rewarding, and
stressful, but most importantly, ever-
evolving. I joined the staff in the
summer of 2006, when Prep@Pingree
catered predominantly to Lawrence rising
8th graders, with no kids from Lynn and
only about 8 rising 9th graders. As a 15
year old who was hardly older than the
kids themselves, my responsibilities were limited, mainly
photocopying worksheets and helping with afternoon games. As the
program grew and included Lynn students and more rising 9th
graders, my role shifted toward helping in the math and engineering
classrooms. As I grew, I was able to watch the evolution of the
students as well. Their growth and development from shy 7th graders
into more confident 8th graders (and in some cases into
Prep@Pingree staff) acted as a mirror to my own growth throughout
high school. This past summer, I taught my own algebra I class. I
was also responsible for organizing the afternoon program. This
ever-evolving nature of Prep@Pingree is what makes the program so
unique. Each year is new and exciting. The staff evolves along with
the students; the students' middle and high school progress parallels
the student counselors' high school experiences.

Why I Invest in Prep@Pingree
By David McGrath, Highland Street Foundation
 
I support Prep@Pingree because I
choose to invest in the American Dream.
In Prep@Pingree students I see the faces
and hear the voices that reflect the
founding principles of this country and
the strength of the US economy. I see
my Dad's story replayed. He was the
first in his family to attend college. He
instilled in me the understanding that the
United States was founded by individuals who believed that all
citizens are created equal and deserved the "right to rise" as
President Lincoln once articulated. 
 
Even though our Foundation has taken a hit this year, like everyone
else, we decided to double our investment in Prep@Pingree because
we believed this was exactly the time to step up and support the
causes and people in whom we believe most deeply. We know the
money we've lost to the stock market will eventually come back but
the opportunity that Prep@Pingree provides can't wait a few years.
We've chosen this year to invest more in helping inner-city students
who will make the most of an opportunity to attend private schools,
and rigorous summer academic enrichment for students who are on
the bubble of identifying themselves as academically motivated and
intellectually curios.  I can think of a few ways to better allocate our
resources. 



 

Steve, We hope these columns will spark a conversation between you
and Prep@Pingree. Please send us your thoughts by simply replying to
this email. Feel free to forward Prep@Pingree Perspective to as many

people as you like. Thank you for your interest in creating
opportunities for all students.
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