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The mission  of Prep@Pingree is to
provide an ongoing academic  and
cultural enrichment program for
talented, urban, middle-school
students. Through an intensive

five-week summer program and
supplemental year  round support,
Prep@Pingree prepares admitted

students for independent,
parochial, and public high schools.
Prep@Pingree balances rigorous

academics with
co-curricular experiences.

 

 

Welcome to our first issue of the semi-annual e-newsletter
Prep@Pingree Perspective. Our objective in writing these columns is to
share the remarkable perspectives that are gained by those who have
been engaged with Prep@Pingree. We look forward to sharing our
expanding outlooks over the months ahead.

Connections
by Steve Filosa, Director   
 
My perspective has changed profoundly, for
the better, over the last six years because
of my role as the Director of
Prep@Pingree. This program has taught
me how important it is to connect with
people and places who may not be involved
with the ordinary course of my life. The
relationships I have forged through
Prep@Pingree have enriched my life in ways I could not have imagined
six years ago. All of the people who I have come to cherish through
Prep@Pingree share an unbending belief in all students and an
unshakeable will to persevere no matter how unfavorable the odds
may be.
 
Make no mistake, the odds are stacked against these incredibly
motivated, talented students with whom we have been privileged to
work. Prep@Pingree is a necessary support mechanism that only
begins to offset the imbalances of societal predispositions that
promote even more privilege for those who have so much already.
 
I am so grateful to the students, families, staff, volunteers, other
school people, and donors who have made Prep@Pingree a priority in
their lives over the last six years. I hope that we will continue to
connect with one another so that we can better understand and
support each other's aspirations and needs. I hope our good fortune
and resilience will continue for many years so that the win-win
partnership between Prep@Pingree and inner-cities is sustained and
strengthened.

Opportunities
By Kaisy Rosario, Prep@Pingree '03&'04, Pingree School '08 
 
When I  was first introduced to  Prep@Pingree I
was thirteen years old  and in  the seventh
grade. I  was excited to  hear about the
program and if  it would interest me. We were
told that  it was an academic course  for our
upcoming eighth grade year. We were also  told
that we would be learning about different
private schools in  the area, how to  apply  to
them, and how to  prepare for the SSATs. Until  then I  hadn't known that  I
had options for another kind of education. I  immediately applied to  the
program.
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Prep@Pingree got me interested in classes for the first time. The energy and
eagerness to  teach that  the teachers showed me increased my excitement
to learn. Our classes were filled with debates and student led discussions.
However, we didn't  just sit in  class all day; in  the afternoons I  interacted
with my classmates by playing sports, doing ceramics, and enjoying  many
other activities.  Admissions day was my favorite day at Prep@Pingree; that
was the day I  decided to  attend a  private  school so I  could have a  better
opportunity at a  better future.
 
That decision brought me to  Pingree School  where I  will  be a  senior in  the
fall. Without Prep@Pingree I wouldn't be where I  am now. I  continue my
ties with the program by working at Prep@Pingree during the summer. I
love it.  Many of the kids  come into  the program with the thought  that  they
have only  one option in  life. When they leave they know that  there are
many other opportunities  in  life and,  more  importantly, they know that  they
have the right to  take advantage of them. 

Steve, We hope these columns will spark a conversation between you
and Prep@Pingree. Please send us your thoughts by simply replying to
this email. Feel free to forward Prep@Pingree Perspective to as many

people as you like. Thank you for your interest in creating opportunities
for all students.
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